Chastening Bring Protection

Hebrews 12:12-17
Introduction:

I. Protection from Defeat – 12:12-13

A. Practice Patient Endurance – 12:12 


1. The Christian life is not a sprint, it is a marathon!


2. It is like a 5-set tennis match.
B. Practice Personal Example – 12:13
1. Don’t put rocks in the path of others.

2. Take rocks out of the path of others.

II. Protection from Defilement – 12:14-15

A. For yourself 

1. Pursue peace with all
Let peace rule in your heart.

Let peace reign in your relationships

2. Pursue holiness - “without which no one will see God”

a. If you aren’t perfect in your life you won’t go to heaven.

b. We have the imputed holiness so we will be able to see God - I John 3:2

That argues for the pursuit of holiness here and now.
c. Our perception of God, even now is conditioned on our imparted holiness.
B. For Others

1. Don’t Fail of the Grace of God.

a. Accept God’s grace for the trial.

b. Accept God’s chastening which is grace.

Don’t make void the grace of chastening by not accepting it’s teaching.
Other Graces of God:

1) Saving Grace - Ephesians 2:8-9

2) Sanctifying Grace - II Peter 3:18

3). Suffering Grace - Philippians 1:29

4) Sharing Grace - II Corinthians 8:6-7

5) Serving Grace - Hebrews 12:28
2. Don’t defile others by your example.

If you become embittered:
You disrupt the peace in the assembly.

You are not pursuing peace in your life

You cause others to follow your example

III. Protection from Default – 12:16-17

A. The example is from Esau’s experience - Genesis 25-27
1. Esau sold his Birthright – Genesis 25:29-34

a. He came in from the field

b. He said that he was about to die.

c. He swore to give his birthright to Jacob.

2. Jacob Deceived his Father, Isaac – Genesis 27:27-29
3.  Esau was Rejected by his Father, Isaac - Genesis 27:33-38
B. The Application Is to the Experience of all Believers.

1. Esau Lost the Blessing, Not Salvation.

Salvation (Justification) is not in the Context.
a. Evangelists misuse this passage

b. Repentance means change of mind.

It is not a change of Esau’s mind but the mind of his father, Isaac.

(Or even the mind of God)
Esau changed his mind, even with tears.

But Isaac would not and could not change his mind – or God’s mind.

c. So, the loss is the loss of the blessing not of salvation.

2. It is Possible to Forfeit the Blessing Today.
a. Here and now:

God speaks to us through:
The Word

Exhortation

Examples
Conscience

Admonition through God’s Servants.

Pastors and laity

Chastening as a warning

Removal from service I Corinthians 9:27

Removal from the earth.

Acts 5:1-11

I Corinthians 1-5

1 Corinthians 11:23-34

James 5:19-20

I John 5:16-17 

b. In the Kingdom

Note: Position in the Kingdom is not free, it is earned.

II Timothy 2:12

Romans 8:14-17
